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The Reidy Interactive Lecture Series 

2 Marion. RILS. September 27, 2018 

Named for a famous Kentucky educational leader, Ed Reidy, RILS 
brings together participants with a range of expertise to wrestle with 
difficult challenges in search of practical solutions or promising 
approaches.  Participants are encouraged to participate! 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Overview 
ÅQuick intro to the Reidy Interactive Lecture Series 

ÅWhy Interim Assessments? 

ÅFlyover of the Conference 
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Agenda, Papers, and Presentations 
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Åhttps:// www.nciea.org/annual-conference/past-events/2019-reidy-
interactive-lecture-series 

ÅOr just go to: www.nciea.org  

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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²ƘƻΩǎ IŜǊŜΚ  
ÅStates leaders and assessment/accountability personnel 

ÅDistricts leaders and assessment/accountability 
personnel 

ÅAssessment Companies 

ÅTeachers and Principal 

ÅConsulting Firms/TA Providers/Advocates 

ÅUniversities/Research Institutions 

ÅCenter for Assessment Board of Directors 
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¢ƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ [ƻƴƎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ²ƛǘƘ LƴǘŜǊƛƳ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘǎ 
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hǳǊ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ [ƻƴƎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ !ǎ ²Ŝƭƭ 
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Why Interim Assessments for RILS? 
Å²ŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ increase of interim assessments in the past 20 years. 

ÅWe and others have raised questions about many aspects of interim 
assessment technical quality, use and utility. 
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ÅAre all these district and 
school leaders wrong? 
ÅClearly not, but even our 

colleagues in the interim 
assessment business would 
acknowledge the considerable 
range in implementation 
quality and use. 
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²ƘŀǘΩǎ /ƻƳƛƴƎΚ 
ÅThis is truly a hands-on and minds-on conference 

ÅState and district case studies to help ground us in reality 

ÅDeep examination and experience with a set of tools 
designed to help district/school leaders improve the 
selection, interpretation, and use of interim assessments 

ÅCollegial and challenging conversations among participants 
and audience members (this is an interactive conference!)  
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²ƘŀǘΩǎ /ƻƳƛƴƎΥ 5ŀȅ м !ƎŜƴŘŀ 
8:45  Balanced Assessments Systems, Interim Scan, and Goals for RILS 

9:45  Table Discussion ς Purpose and Uses of Interim Assessments 

10:45  Break 

11:00   Case Study: Wyoming 

12:00  Lunch 

1:00   Introduction to the Toolkit  

1:15  Case Study: School Administrative Unit #9, New Hampshire 

1:45  Phase I of the Toolkit: Identifying Gaps and Needs 

3:00  Break 

3:15  Phase II of the Toolkit: Determining Assessment Features and Characteristics 

4:45  Adjourn 
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Thanks! 
ÅTo all of you for joining us! 

ÅTo Juan and Erika for dedicated leadership and endless 
planning 

ÅTo LauraLee, Erin, and Sandi for being organizational 
ninjas 

ÅTo our Board of Trustees for support and wisdom 

ÅTo my amazingly brilliant colleagues for being the 
ά/ŜƴǘŜǊέ 

Marion. Center for Assessment. RILS 9/26/19 11 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Tonight 
ÅPlease join us this evening for cocktails and hors 
d'oeuvres at 5:15 right in this room 
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The Role (?) of Interim Assessments in 
Balanced Systems of Assessment 

Scott Marion 

National Center for the Improvement of Educational Assessment 

 

September 26, 2019 

Reidy Interactive Lecture Series (Session #1) 
Portsmouth, NH 
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Overview 
ÅIntroduction to balanced assessment systems 

ÅComponents and levels of balanced assessments systems 

ÅThe role of interim assessment 
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A Tricky Balance 
Å²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

writing about balanced 
assessment systems for many 
years 

Å²ŜΩǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 
states and districts to try to 
improve the balance of their 
systems 

ÅSome have claimed we might 
be tilting at windmills 
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Overview of Balanced Assessment Systems 
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A Call for Balanced Assessment Systems 

Assessments at all levelsτfrom classroom to 
stateτwill work together in a system that is 
comprehensive, coherent, and continuous. In 
such a system, assessments would provide a 
variety of evidence to support educational 
decision making. Assessment at all levels would 
be linked back to the same underlying model of 
student learning and would provide indications 
of student growth over time (NRC, 2001, p. 9).  
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Balanced Assessment Systems to Serve Multiple Purposes 
Assessment systems designed to serve multiple purposes require 
thoughtful planning about which data will be privileged at each 
level (Chattergoon & Marion, 2016). For example: 
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V standardized vs. dynamic/flexible 

V uniform vs. variable dates 

V independent vs. scaffolded performance 

V delayed vs. immediate feedback 

V stringent vs. less stringent technical requirements 

Instructional Accountability/Monitoring 
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Properties of Balanced Assessment Systems (NRC, 2001) 

1. Comprehensiveness ς άŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ 
should be used to provide a variety of evidence to support 
educational decision-ƳŀƪƛƴƎέ 

2. Coherence ς άǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǳŀƭ ōŀǎŜ ƻǊ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ 
learning underlying the various external classroom 
ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǘƛōƭŜέ 

3. Continuity ς άŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ 
ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜέ 
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Two additional criteria (Chattergoon & Marion, 2016) 

4. Efficiency means getting the most out of assessment 
resources and eliminating redundant, unused, and 
untimely assessments.  

5. Utility  is a key criterion for assessment system quality 
should be the degree to which the system provides the 
information necessary to support the intended aims 
ÅFollows from a well-articulated theory of action that specifies the 

various intended outcomes for the system and the processes and 
mechanisms by which these outcomes will be realized. 
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Coherence 

ÅVertical Coherence ς conceptual base or models of student 
learning underlying the various external and classroom 
assessments within a system should be compatible 

ÅHorizontal Coherence ς alignment among curriculum, 
instruction, and assessment along a common set of learning 
goals 
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Vertical Coherence - Not Just Any Model of Learning 

Assessments and assessment systems 
must be based on research-based 
models of learning. 

Adherence to outdated, naïve, 
and/or implicit notions of learning 
are an impediment to assessment 
literacy and assessment reform. 
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Horizontal Coherence 
ÅVertical Coherence ς conceptual base or models of student 

learning underlying the various external and classroom 
assessments within a system should be compatible 

ÅHorizontal Coherence ς alignment among curriculum, 
instruction, and assessment along a common set of learning 
goals 

 

ÅWhen this is done well, it is a considerable benefit to low-
performing schools 
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Literacy 
Curricula 

Literacy Learning: 
Theory & 
Research 

Literacy 
Standards 

State Summative 
(& Interim) 
Assessment 

Local Summative 
(& Interim) 
Assessment 

Daily Classroom 
Instruction 

Ongoing Formative 
Assessment 

Unit & Lesson 
Planning 

Classroom Interim 
& Summative 
Assessment 

A ñSimpleò Model for a Coherent and Coordinated System of Curriculum, 
Instruction & Literacy Assessments 

District & School Choice 
and Responsibility 

From Jim Pellegrino, 
NCME 2019 
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Layers and Components of Balanced 
Assessment Systems 
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