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Overview
 Background

 Com pos ite  conundrum

 Com bining as ses sm ents

 Com m unica ting results
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Background
 Focus  on English langua ge p roficiency (ELP) 

a s ses sm ents  used  by s ta tes  to com ply with Title  I 
and  Title  III requirem ents  for Lim ited  English 
P roficient (LEP) s tudents

 Resea rch and  da ta  sha red  com ing prim arily from  
the WIDA Consor tium  – a  consor tium  of  27  s ta tes  
us ing the sam e ELP  s tandards  and  as ses sm ent 
(ACCESS for ELLs)
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What is  an EL?
 A s tudent…

Whose d ifficulties  in speaking, read ing, writing, or 
unders tand ing the English langua ge m ay be sufficient to 
deny the ind ividua l—
 (i) the ab ility to m e e t the  Sta te ’s  p roficie nt leve l
of  achievem ent on Sta te  a s ses sm ents  described  in 
s ection 1111 (b)(3 );
 (ii) the ab ility to s ucce s s fully achieve  in cla s s room s  
where the langua ge of  ins truction is  English or
 (iii) the oppor tunity to pa r ticipa te  fully in s ocie ty.

6/ 15 / 2023Wis cons in Ce nte r for Education Re s e a rch 4



Background
 Multip le  m oda lities  & form ats  = pa r for the course 

with ELP  as ses sm ents

 Multip le  a s ses sm ents  (m oda lities ): Read ing, 
Writing, Speaking, and  Lis tening

 Multip le  form a ts : m ultip le  choice, shor t and  
extended  cons tructed  response item s  which a re  
written, spoken, read , and  lis tened  to 

 Across  a ll s ta tes , these m ultip le  a s ses sm ents  and  
m ultip le  form a ts  a re  com bined  into a  com pos ite  
s core
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Why do we need  to com bine 
scores?
 Des ire  to get an overa ll ind ica tion of  ELs ’ English 

langua ge p roficiency

 Obta in a  m etric to use for accountab ility purposes  
to com ply with Title  III requirem ents

 Federa l law specifica lly d irects  s ta tes  to crea te  
com pos ite  s cores
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Com pos ites  a re  in the eye 
of  the beholder
 Sta tes  have not adop ted  a  com m on com pos ite  

s core m odel

 Exam ples  (representing over ha lf  of  na tion’s  ELs )
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What m akes  a  good  
com pos ite?
 For ELP  as ses sm ents  the op tim a l com pos ite  should  

have severa l cha racteris tics
 Is  c lea rly a s socia ted  with criterion va riable(s )
 Adequa tely cap tures  langua ge p roficiency
 Has  m eaningful growth cha racteris tics
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Exam ples  from  ACCESS
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Structura l Model of  Academ ic 
Langua ge & Math
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Som e Evidence on 
Com pos ites
 Resea rch sugges ts  tha t literacy is  a  critica l 

p red ictive com ponent for ELP  tes ts , e.g., 
 Parker, e t. a l. (2009 ). New Measures  of  English 

Langua ge P roficiency and  Their Rela tionship  to 
Perform ance on La rge-Sca le Content Asses sm ents .

 More resea rch is  needed
 Title  III Eva lua tion s tudent looking a t this  rela tionship
 WIDA Resea rch conducting linea r m odels  s tud ies  to 

suppor t op tim a l com pos ites  & re-weighting 
com pos ite  for EL’s  with d isab ilities

6/ 15 / 2023Wis cons in Ce nte r for Education Re s e a rch 1 1



Com bining Assessm ents  – 
Putting it  a ll together
 Des ire  to com bine sum m ative and  form a tive 

a s ses sm ent inform ation to crea te  integra ted  
repor ting for ELs
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What we’ve lea rned
 Experience from  WIDA projects
 FLARE – Carnegie grant on form a tive a s ses sm ents  for 

ELs
 LADDER – Na tiona l P rofes s iona l Developm ent grant 

on EL da tabase decis ion-m aking

 THE MAIN THING IS TO KEEP  THE MAIN THING THE MAIN 
THING. The m a in thing…teaching to and  suppor ting 
ELs ' developm ent rela tive to the langua ge 
p roficiency s tandards . 
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Cha llenges  in Integra ting Form ative 
& Sum m ative Asses sm ents

 Lack in awareness  of  and  use of  s tanda rds

 Lack in unders tand ing wha t a s ses sm ent is  for wha t 
purpose

 Heavy ins tructiona l load  m akes  utilizing 
inform ation extrem ely d ifficult

 Lack of  easy to use sum m ative/ form a tive repor t 
integra tion tools

 School or d is trict policies  tha t focus  only on 
sum m ative inform ation
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One s tep  a ttem pt
 Attem pting to m ake form a tive a s ses sm ent 

inform ation for ELs  dynam ic and  usable in an on-
line environm ent

 Need  to m eet teachers  where they a re.
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fora lls chools .com
FLARE Online Tool Dem ons tra tion
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Com m unica ting results
 How can you com m unica te  results  to m ake them  

m eaningful?
 Identify im por tant inform a tion
 Gather the da ta
 Crea te a  repor t sys tem
 Get p ractitioners  input – it’s  for them  not you
 Field  tes t it…a  lot

 BTW …..it’s  rea lly ha rd  to do!
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WIDA’s  Sta te  Dashboard
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What’s  in it?
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wida .us
Online Dashboard  Dem ons tra tion
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Dashboard  Lesson’s  
Lea rned  So Fa r
 Educa tors  a re  s ta rved  for inform ation

 Dis trict EL coord ina tors  s eem  m uch m ore excited  
about the dashboard  than s ta te  EL coord ina tors

 What we thought was  s im ple…wasn’t, e.g., s crolling 
on the pa ge

 Need  to p rovide on going suppor t and  p rofes s iona l 
developm ent

 It’s  never finished
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THANKS!!

hcook@wisc.edu
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