
Module 8: Analyzing Reading 
Elements and Text Structures

This work is licensed under a 
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 
International License. Educators 
and others may use or adapt. If 
modified, please attribute and re-
title.

Version 1.0 | January 2024 | Developed By: 
Dr. Jeri Thompson
National Center for the Improvement of 
Educational Assessment

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


2

Warm-Up: Reflection Journal (page 2)

1) How would you describe reading 
elements?

2) How would you describe text 
structures?
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Definition of Analysis

“A detailed examination of the elements or structure of text, 
by breaking it into its component parts to uncover 
interrelationships, in order to draw a conclusion.”

(Thompson & Lyons, 2017)

“A detailed examination of the elements or structure of text, 
by breaking it into its component parts to uncover 
interrelationships, in order to draw a conclusion.”

(Thompson & Lyons, 2017)

“A detailed examination of the elements or structure of text, 
by breaking it into its component parts to uncover 
interrelationships, in order to draw a conclusion.”

(Thompson & Lyons, 2017)
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• Individuals
• Events
• Central Ideas
• Perspective

• Characters
• Setting
• Problem
• Solution
• Theme

Common Literary Elements
Narrative Text Informational Text

Reading Elements: An Analogy

https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcStvTso1igvamHq3fRcKZHtgnMEzoT7-kvWZK9-VS0YgTxuJ5nbLbpGeO73VdGoGAVPZLM&usqp=CAU
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Literary Elements
Choices Made By Authors

• Simile
• Metaphor
• Personification
• Analogy
• Symbolism
• Irony
• Imagery
• Tone
• Mood
• Dialogue
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Literary Elements: Reflection Journal
(page 3)

Can you think of other literary 
elements that authors include in 

their writing?
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Text Structures: An Analogy
Narrative Text Structure

• Linear plot
• Non-linear

o Flashbacks
o Flashforwards
o Subplots

• Genre
o Drama
o Poetry
o Biography
o Science Fiction
o Fantasy

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimg.freepik.com%2Ffree-vector%2Fhouse-construction-site-concept_1308-109204.jpg&tbnid=A9kRcayqagXVBM&vet=12ahUKEwic_KiXooCEAxUoXjABHfpUAtsQMygQegQIARB-..i&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.freepik.com%2Ffree-vector%2Fhouse-construction-site-concept_27288366.htm&docid=NR0A6i5bN_ktVM&w=626&h=367&q=cartoon%20images%20of%20a%20house%20structure%20&ved=2ahUKEwic_KiXooCEAxUoXjABHfpUAtsQMygQegQIARB-
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Informational Text Structure
• Sequential
• Chronological
• Comparison
• Cause and Effect
• Problem and Solution
• Description
• Text Features

o Print Features
o Graphic Features
o Organizational Features

Text Structures: An Analogy2

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimg.freepik.com%2Ffree-vector%2Fhouse-construction-site-concept_1308-109204.jpg&tbnid=A9kRcayqagXVBM&vet=12ahUKEwic_KiXooCEAxUoXjABHfpUAtsQMygQegQIARB-..i&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.freepik.com%2Ffree-vector%2Fhouse-construction-site-concept_27288366.htm&docid=NR0A6i5bN_ktVM&w=626&h=367&q=cartoon%20images%20of%20a%20house%20structure%20&ved=2ahUKEwic_KiXooCEAxUoXjABHfpUAtsQMygQegQIARB-
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Types of Text Features and Their Purpose: 
Reflection Journal (page 4)

What are some examples of the 
different types of text features 
and describe their purpose?
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Text Features
Print Features
• Title – indicates the topic and/or central idea of the entire text. 
• Heading/subheadings – indicates the main idea or topic of a section of the text. 
• Bold print – signals important vocabulary integral to understanding the content of the text. 
• Italics – indicates proper nouns and important vocabulary. 
• Sidebar – provides additional details, facts, or information related to the text. 
Graphic Features 
• Pictures, illustrations, or photographs – provide a visual representation of an event or object. 
• Captions – help the reader understand the meaning of a picture, illustration, or photograph. 
• Graphics –

i. Charts or table – allows the reader to easily read and compare data related to the text.
ii. Graphs – condense data and/or display numeric information important to the text, including comparing

amounts or showing changes over time.
iii. Maps – show where something or someone is located, as well as trends of geographic areas.
iv. Cross section or cutaway – helps the reader visualize the layers or interior of a person, place, or thing in a text.

Organizational Features
• Table of contents – helps the reader quickly find the topic within the text. 
• Index – helps the reader quickly find where the specific information is located within the text. 
• Glossary – helps the reader understand new or text-critical words. 
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Purpose of Informational Text Structures
• Sequential – steps or phases of a process are specified without cause-effect relationships 

being implied. 
• Time Order/Chronological – date or time ordering of when events occur. 
• Description – identification of a topic and an elaboration of important ideas, characteristics, 

or attributes. 
• Compare-Contrast – shows similarities and dissimilarities between objects, actions, ideas, 

or concepts. 
• Cause-Effect – explores the implication that the effect is produced by a specific cause or 

that consequences follow from a specified antecedent; often has a call to action. 
• Problem-Solution – presents a problem and shows how it can be or has been solved. 
• Question-Answer – used when the author poses a question and answers it or provides a 

call to action within the text; often used in interviews. 



12

Examining the Standards
Grade 4 Reading Informational Text 
• CC.1.2.4.E Use text structure to interpret 

information (e.g., chronology, comparison, 
cause/effect, problem/solution).

Grade 4 Reading Literature
• CC.1.3.4.F Determine the meaning of words 

and phrases as they are used in grade level 
text, including figurative language.

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vectorstock.com%2Froyalty-free-vector%2Fperson-silhouette-with-question-mark-vector-13296382&psig=AOvVaw1xD7Z2Q7G7nmUOaJbc-7xf&ust=1706543946108000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBMQjRxqFwoTCJD-o9O6gIQDFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vectorstock.com%2Froyalty-free-vector%2Ffigure-holding-in-hands-symbol-right-check-mark-vector-22369892&psig=AOvVaw1KV_2aEVLXedhUUXaPI0vv&ust=1706544082833000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBMQjRxqFwoTCPie9qe6gIQDFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Examine Your Grade Level Standards, 
Reflection Journal (page 5)

Examine the Reading Informational 
Text and Reading Literature standards 

for your grade level. Identify and 
record the different reading elements, 
techniques, and structures that you 

found explicitly or implied.
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Uncovering Interrelationships
“A detailed examination of the elements or structure of text, 

by breaking it into its component parts to uncover 
interrelationships, in order to draw a conclusion.”

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fliteracycentre.immigrant-education.ca%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F01%2Fwhole-part-whole-01-1024x290.png&tbnid=wcqXj1xKFvQd-M&vet=12ahUKEwiJvvTFvoCEAxWVm4QIHQSLAnQQMygNegQIARBp..i&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fliteracycentre.immigrant-education.ca%2Flife-in-canada%2Fthe-whole-part-whole-approach-for-literacy-instruction%2F&docid=HhGP-Um6JkX_FM&w=1024&h=290&q=images%20of%20whole%20to%20part%20to%20whole&hl=en&ved=2ahUKEwiJvvTFvoCEAxWVm4QIHQSLAnQQMygNegQIARBp
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Grade 4 Example
Grade 4 Reading Literature Standards

CC.1.3.4.A Determine a theme of a text from details in the text; summarize the text. 
CC.1.3.4.C Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing 
on specific details in the text.

Text Dependent Analysis Prompt

The author of Because of Winn-Dixie uses a dog to introduce two people. Write an 
essay analyzing how the relationship between the two characters supports a theme 
about friendship. Use evidence from the text to support your analysis. 

https://www.cgcs.org/cms/lib/DC00001581/Centricity/Domain/113/Grade%203%20Because%20Of%20Winn-Dixie%20Close%20Reading%20Exemplar.pdf
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Grade 4 Example2

Text Dependent Questions about the Reading Elements (Characters, Theme)
Leading to their Interrelationship 

• What do you learn about Miss Franny in the story?
• What do you learn about Opal in the story?
• How are these two characters the same? How are they different?
• What do their feelings reveal about friendship?
• What theme statement about friendship can you make from this story?
• How do the characters’ thoughts, actions, words, and feelings contribute to the theme?

Meriam-Webster Dictionary: contribute
1. To bring about something
2. To play a significant role in making something happen
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Grade 6 Example
Grade 6 Reading Literature Standards

CC.1.2.6.A Determine the central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of 
the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
CC.1.2.6.F Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in grade-level reading and content, including 
interpretation of figurative language in context.
CC.1.3.6.A Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a 
summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
CC.1.3.6.F Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in grade-level reading and content, including 
interpretation of figurative language in context. 

Text Dependent Analysis Prompt

The passage The Body’s Clock and the poem Hey You! Wake Up! present a central idea about the 
importance of the body’s internal clock. Write an essay analyzing how both authors use word choice to 
convey this central idea. Use evidence from both texts to support your analysis. 

https://www.neshaminy.org/cms/lib6/PA01000466/Centricity/Domain/808/clock.pdf
https://hellopoetry.com/poem/4741331/hey-you-wake-up/
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Supporting the Interrelationship of Reading 
Elements, Reflection Journal (page 6)

What questions would you ask 
students to ensure their deep 
understanding of the reading 

elements, author’s word choice and 
central idea, and how they are 

interrelated?



19

Grade 6 Example2

Text Dependent Questions about the Reading Elements (Author’s word choice, Central Idea)
Leading to their Interrelationship 

• Which words in each text cause you to think about the body’s internal clock?
• Explain how the authors’ words about the body’s internal clock create a specific tone. Explain how the 

tone is similar/different in each text.
• How do the author’s words in each text tell you about the importance of the body’s internal clock? 
• What is the central message about the body’s internal clock can you identify from this story? Does this 

central message correspond to the poem? 
• Examine the words of the headings in the article by Trudee Romanek. In what way do these words 

develop a central idea? In what ways do the headings parallel with the ideas in the poem to support 
the central idea?

Meriam-Webster Dictionary: develop
1. To make something visible
2. To allow something to unfold gradually
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Academic Vocabulary
How do the _____ contribute to the _____?

How does the _____ support the development of _____? 

How is the _____ important in the _____? 
• Narrative text example: How is the figurative language important in the development of the tone? 

(Interrelationship of the figurative language and tone) 
• Informational text example: How are Jim Johnson’s finding important in the meaning of the concept 

“groupthink”? (Interrelationship of the individual and a concept) 

How is/are the ___ significant in revealing _____? 
• Narrative text example: How are the character’s actions significant in revealing the conflict? 

(Interrelationship of the character and the conflict) 
• Informational text example: How is Jackson’s perspective significant in revealing specific 

characteristics of a crowd? (Interrelationship of the individual and concept) 
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Final Thoughts-
Reflection Journal, pages 7-8

Consider your instructional practice: 

1) What instructional practices can be used to teach students to identify 
and deeply understand the grade level reading elements and text 
structures?

2) Examine a series of text dependent questions. Describe how they 
signal to students to demonstrate an interrelationship between two 
reading elements and/or text structures.
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For More Information…

Thompson, J. (2020). Text Dependent 
Analysis: Reading Elements and 
Structures. Center for Assessment 
(www.nciea.org)

Or

Pennsylvania Department of Education: 
Text Dependent Analysis (TDA) Toolkit

https://www.nciea.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/TDA-Reading-Elements-Structures.pdf
https://www.nciea.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/TDA-Reading-Elements-Structures.pdf
https://www.nciea.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/TDA-Reading-Elements-Structures.pdf
http://www.nciea.org/
https://www.education.pa.gov/Teachers%20-%20Administrators/Curriculum/ELA/Pages/TDA.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Teachers%20-%20Administrators/Curriculum/ELA/Pages/TDA.aspx
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Going Deeper with Text Dependent Analysis
Introduction: Introduction to the TDA Professional Learning Series
Module 1: Text Dependent Analysis: A need for curriculum and instructional shifts
Module 2: Understanding Text Dependent Analysis
Module 3: Anatomy of Text Dependent Analysis Prompts
Module 4: Selecting Complex Texts for Analysis
Module 5: The Difference Between Inference and Analysis
Module 6: Purposeful Annotations
Module 7: Close Reading Questions Leading to Analysis
Module 8: Analyzing Reading Elements and Text Structures
Module 9: Collaborative Discussions
Module 10: Modeling a Text Dependent Analysis Response
Module 11: The Purpose of Text Dependent Analysis Learning Progressions
Module 12: Analyzing Text Dependent Analysis Responses
Module 13: Developing Close Reading Lessons Leading to Analysis
Module 14: Developing Replacement Units Leading to Analysis
Module 15: Using the Grades K-8 Deconstructed Standards
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