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Warm-Up: Reflection Journal (page 2)

1) How do you use student responses to 
a TDA prompt?

2) Why do you think it is important to 
analyze student work rather than score 
student work for a grade?
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Similarities and Differences 
of the Grade-Span Learning Progressions
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Student Work Analysis
Purposes of Analyzing Student Work:

1. Review the quality and effectiveness of a text dependent 
analysis prompt and close reading text dependent questions.

2. Make key instructional decisions for individual students 
and/or groups of students by targeting support and 
differentiating instruction for comprehension, analysis, and 
essay writing.

3. Monitor student progress over time for analyzing text.
4. Gain a clearer understanding of how learning and 

demonstrating analysis occurs over time.
5. Build expertise of how analysis is demonstrated. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.futurity.org%2Fpsychedelics-critical-periods-social-learning-2935042%2F&psig=AOvVaw2C5JTRTG6POtOZRE3q2vhS&ust=1709157470511000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBMQjRxqFwoTCMiF6_jBzIQDFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ
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Purposes for Analyzing Student Work: 
Reflection Journal (page 3)

Select one of the purposes for 
analyzing student work using the TDA 

Learning Progressions listed on the 
previous slide. Record how you think 
the purpose selected will support you 

and your students in the analysis 
process.
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• Is the text selection appropriate?
• Is the TDA prompt written clearly?
• Did the close reading  text dependent 

questions support the TDA 
response?

• Does the prompt reflect the 
vocabulary used in the lesson?

Review the Quality and Effectiveness of a TDA 
Prompt and Close Reading Text Dependent 
Questions
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Make Key Instructional Decisions for 
Individual Students and/or Groups of Students

Reveals gaps in: 
• vocabulary
• comprehension
• analysis
• essay writing
• reading elements
• text structures

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=images%20of%20instructional%20decisions&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fquizizz.com%2Fmedia%2Fresource%2Fgs%2Fquizizz-media%2Fquizzes%2F93438a8c-a14c-4a6b-9bd2-7a4c1cad5e2c&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fquizizz.com%2Fadmin%2Fquiz%2F5f859512e67816001b3aa600%2Finstructional-decision-in-assessment&docid=9_NCX5oabLhCDM&tbnid=3tX2EXO3fdMnoM&vet=12ahUKEwjRu9z7xsyEAxVbv4kEHZ_aBZgQM3oECG4QAA..i&w=900&h=675&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwjRu9z7xsyEAxVbv4kEHZ_aBZgQM3oECG4QAA
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Monitor Student Progress Over Time for 
Analyzing Text
Monitor:
• Comprehension
• Selecting accurate and precise evidence
• Making inferences
• Explaining and elaborating ideas
• Organization of writing
• Grade appropriate vocabulary and structures
• English language arts conventions

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=images%20of%20monitoring%20student%20work&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fgiftedguru.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2022%2F02%2FMonitoring-Student-Progress.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fgiftedguru.com%2Fprogress-cards%2F&docid=mTMl1ADD1E1paM&tbnid=OadPM5v6KmbGCM&vet=12ahUKEwi2lr7Kx8yEAxXIlIkEHSoaBogQM3oECF8QAA..i&w=768&h=768&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwi2lr7Kx8yEAxXIlIkEHSoaBogQM3oECF8QAA
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Understanding of How Learning and 
Demonstrating Analysis Occurs Over Time

• Uncover how the learning 
and demonstration of text 
dependent analysis evolves 
over time

• Describe the performance of 
students at different levels

• Gain a deeper understanding 
of the expectations of 
analysis

• Discover how novice 
students differ from more 
expert students
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Build Expertise of How Analysis is 
Demonstrated

• Diagnose student work and 
make instructional decisions 
to support analysis

• Establish professional 
understanding of student 
progress of successful 
analysis

https://www.google.com/imgres?q=images%20of%20monitoring%20student%20work&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fstorage.googleapis.com%2Fibw-blog%2Fmedia%2Ff7%2Fed35c55d9a3032336f9fb38e8128a3.jpeg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bookwidgets.com%2Fblog%2F2018%2F04%2Fhow-to-monitor-your-students-learning-progress-bookwidgets-reports&docid=8ytVVjrUi8sWYM&tbnid=Kq6zeAeK_aZi-M&vet=12ahUKEwi2lr7Kx8yEAxXIlIkEHSoaBogQM3oECFwQAA..i&w=600&h=350&hcb=2&ved=2ahUKEwi2lr7Kx8yEAxXIlIkEHSoaBogQM3oECFwQAA
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Instructional Impact: Reflection Journal
(page 4)

Why do you think analyzing 
student work supports the 

teaching-learning-assessment 
process?
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Student Work Analysis2

Student work provides a window into 
how students construct meaning of 
key concepts and skills.  
By analyzing and interpreting student 
work through a clear and systematic 
process allows teachers to make a 
shift from scoring student work to 
diagnosing student performance.  
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Analyzing Student Work

TDA #1 TDA #2 TDA #3
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Benefits of Analyzing Student Work: 
Reflection Journal (page 5)

Consider the different ways that 
analyzing student work can be 

conducted. What are the benefits for 
analyzing student work individually, in 

grade- or content-alike teams, or in 
cross-content teams?
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Analyzing Student Work Individually



16

Analyzing 
Student 
Work by 
Grade- or 
Content-
Alike 
Teachers
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Analyzing 
Student 
Work by 
Cross-
Content 
Teachers
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Student Work Analysis Protocol

Download the “Student 
Work Analysis Protocol” 

from the module folder and 
take a few minutes to 
review the process for 

using this protocol
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Part A: Understanding Proficiency 
Expectations
Discussion questions that allow teachers to gain clarity regarding 
what students are expected to know according to grade-level 
expectations:
• Which reading elements/structures are the students expected to 

analyze? 
• What do you consider to be a proficient analysis response for this 

prompt? What evidence would you expect students to select to 
support their analysis? 

• Did the text dependent prompt and passage provide students an 
appropriate opportunity to demonstrate analysis of the text? 
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Part B: Sorting Student Work
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Part B: Diagnosing Student Strengths



22

Part B: Diagnosing Student Needs
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Part C: Identifying Instructional Next Steps
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Part D: Differentiating Instruction
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Final Thoughts-Reflection Journal, pages 6-7

Consider your instructional practice: 

1) Create a plan for how you and your grade level colleagues could 
begin to analyze student work using the Protocol and the TDA 
Learning Progressions.

2) Describe how you could provide feedback to students based on the 
student work analysis. How would this support student learning? How 
would this support your instructional decisions?
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For More Information…

Thompson, J. (2022). Student Work 
Analysis Using the Text Dependent 
Analysis Learning Progressions. Center 
for Assessment (www.nciea.org)

Or

Pennsylvania Department of Education: 
Text Dependent Analysis (TDA) Toolkit

https://www.nciea.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Student-Work-Analysis-Using-TDA.pdf
https://www.nciea.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Student-Work-Analysis-Using-TDA.pdf
https://www.nciea.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Student-Work-Analysis-Using-TDA.pdf
http://www.nciea.org/
https://www.education.pa.gov/Teachers%20-%20Administrators/Curriculum/ELA/Pages/TDA.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Teachers%20-%20Administrators/Curriculum/ELA/Pages/TDA.aspx
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Going Deeper with Text Dependent Analysis
Introduction: Introduction to the TDA Professional Learning Series
Module 1: Text Dependent Analysis: A need for curriculum and instructional shifts
Module 2: Understanding Text Dependent Analysis
Module 3: Anatomy of Text Dependent Analysis Prompts
Module 4: Selecting Complex Texts for Analysis
Module 5: The Difference Between Inference and Analysis
Module 6: Purposeful Annotations
Module 7: Close Reading Questions Leading to Analysis
Module 8: Analyzing Reading Elements and Text Structures
Module 9: Collaborative Discussions
Module 10: Modeling a Text Dependent Analysis Response
Module 11: The Purpose of Text Dependent Analysis Learning Progressions
Module 12: Analyzing Text Dependent Analysis Responses
Module 13: Developing Close Reading Lessons Leading to Analysis
Module 14: Developing Replacement Units Leading to Analysis
Module 15: Using the Grades K-8 Deconstructed Standards
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