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Warm-Up: Reflection Journal (page 2)

1) How do you currently create or adapt unit 
plans that instruct students to analyze text?

2) Why do you think it is necessary and 
important for students to engage in English 
language arts units that provide analysis 
instruction and practice?
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• Complex Texts
• Daily lesson plans
• Evidence-

Inference-Analysis

Unit 1 – Reading 
Elements

• Complex Texts
• Daily lesson plans
• Evidence-

Inference-Analysis

Unit 2 – Reading 
Elements • Complex Texts

• Daily lesson plans
• Evidence-

Inference-Analysis

Unit 3 – Reading 
Elements

Coherent Units with Analysis at the Core
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Replacement Units

• Address similar expectations (reading strategies, skills, 
etc.)

• Provide for deeper learning by incorporating analysis

“These curricular units would include coherently developed instructional tasks, sample 
formative questions for teachers to ask or things to look for in student work to get at key 
conceptual understandings and would serve as the basis … and … context for the  
summative assessment.” (Marion & Shepard, 2010, p.3)

https://www.nciea.org/sites/default/files/publications/Marion_Shepard_Curricular_units_042610.pdf
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Developing Replacement Units
Need for:
• Complex texts
• Instructional activities leading 

to analysis
• Instructional and assessment 

TDA prompts

Impacts:
• Scope and sequence
• Current unit assessments

Assessment 
Instructional 

Prompts
Complex Texts

Instructional 
TDA Prompts

Teacher and 
Student 

Resources

Analysis
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“Replaces” Current Units

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fthehungryteacherblog.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2022%2F06%2FALTERNATING-UNITS.png&tbnid=2bCoyGB9ZNd00M&vet=12ahUKEwiBwvOkv92EAxWAuYkEHf6rBnIQMygTegQIARB0..i&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fthehungryteacherblog.com%2F2022%2F08%2Fhow-to-alternate-your-units-in-middle-school-ela.html&docid=iyyBqPHOlaZv7M&w=587&h=487&q=images%20of%20instructional%20ineffective%20units%20in%20ELA&ved=2ahUKEwiBwvOkv92EAxWAuYkEHf6rBnIQMygTegQIARB0
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Creating a Replacement Unit: Reflection 
Journal (page 3)

Consider the development of a replacement unit.

What are the benefits of creating a replacement unit?
What are the barriers to creating a replacement unit?

How could you overcome these barriers?
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Similarities and Differences
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Backward Design Process

Plan 
learning 

experiences 
and 

instruction

Determine 
acceptable 
evidence

Identify 
desired 
results
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Benefits of Backward Design Process

• Encourages intentionality during the design process
• Supports establishing the purpose of the activities 

before implementing it in the classroom
• Provides guidance for designing lessons/units and 

instruction
• Allows for an easier time developing assessments and 

instruction around the expected analysis outcomes
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Learning Plan with Backward Design

• Lends itself to transparent and explicit instruction
• Ensures a better idea of what students gain from the 

learning activities
• Eliminates the possibility of incorporating unnecessary 

activities and tasks
• Supports tasks and each piece of instruction has a 

purpose that fits in with the overarching goals
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TDA 
Replacement 
Unit Template
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Example Replacement Unit Components
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Comparing Units: Reflection Journal
(page 4)

Examine your current unit of study.

In what ways is your unit similar and different 
from the structure of a replacement unit? 

Consider the backward design approach, as 
well as the structure of the unit. What 
inference can you make from these 

similarities and differences?
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General pathway allowing 
students to be successful 
on demonstrating reading 
comprehension, analysis, 

and essay writing. 

Instructional Plan



16

Grade 4 Example TDA Replacement Unit: 
Reflection Journal (page 5)

Read the Unit Overview, Standards-
Knowledge-Skills, and the Assessment Plan 

(pages 3-7).

Record your reflection of these sections 
including how these expectations are already 

taught in your class and what is new or 
different from what you currently teach. 
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Section #1: Unit Introduction



18

Section #1: 
Teacher 
Actions
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Section #1: Student Actions
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Grade 4 Example TDA Replacement Unit –
Section #1: Reflection Journal (page 6)

Read Section #1 (pages 8-10).

How is the instruction provided in this 
replacement unit similar and different from your 

instruction in your unit with respect to the section 
goal – identifying explicit evidence and making 

inferences. Then explain how you could integrate 
the example lesson into your unit. 
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Unit Sections
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Grade Level Replacement Units
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Final Thoughts-Reflection Journal, pages 7-8

Consider your instructional practice: 

1) How can you use one of the example replacement units in your 
curriculum? What would need to change?

2) Examine a current unit you are planning to teach. Explain how you 
can revise the unit, creating a replacement unit, which has analysis at 
the core.
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For More Information…

Thompson, J. (2022). Text Dependent 
Analysis – TDA Replacement Units. 
Center for Assessment (www.nciea.org)

Or

Pennsylvania Department of Education: 
Text Dependent Analysis (TDA) Toolkit

https://www.nciea.org/library/text-dependent-analysis-tda-toolkit/#Text-Dependent-Analysis-Video-Modules
https://www.nciea.org/library/text-dependent-analysis-tda-toolkit/#Text-Dependent-Analysis-Video-Modules
http://www.nciea.org/
https://www.education.pa.gov/Teachers%20-%20Administrators/Curriculum/ELA/Pages/TDA.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Teachers%20-%20Administrators/Curriculum/ELA/Pages/TDA.aspx
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Going Deeper with Text Dependent Analysis
Introduction: Introduction to the TDA Professional Learning Series
Module 1: Text Dependent Analysis: A need for curriculum and instructional shifts
Module 2: Understanding Text Dependent Analysis
Module 3: Anatomy of Text Dependent Analysis Prompts
Module 4: Selecting Complex Texts for Analysis
Module 5: The Difference Between Inference and Analysis
Module 6: Purposeful Annotations
Module 7: Close Reading Questions Leading to Analysis
Module 8: Analyzing Reading Elements and Text Structures
Module 9: Collaborative Discussions
Module 10: Modeling a Text Dependent Analysis Response
Module 11: The Purpose of Text Dependent Analysis Learning Progressions
Module 12: Analyzing Text Dependent Analysis Responses
Module 13: Developing Close Reading Lessons Leading to Analysis
Module 14: Developing Replacement Units Leading to Analysis
Module 15: Using the Grades K-8 Deconstructed Standards
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