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Warm-Up: Reflection Journal (page 2)

1) How do you ensure that students learn the 
underlying knowledge and skills of the grade 
level standards?

2) How do you use the underlying knowledge 
and skills of the standards to develop lessons 
and units that support the analysis of texts?
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English Language Arts Standards

Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4
Demonstration
of Grade Level 

Standards
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Learning Targets or Objectives

“The zone of proximal development is defined as the distance between the actual 
developmental level as determined by independent problem-solving and the level 
of potential development as determined through problem-solving under adult 
guidance, or in collaboration with more capable peers" (Vygotsky, 1978, p. 86).
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Deconstruction of Standards
• Reading Elements: (story or literary elements) are 

characteristics of all written texts whether fiction or nonfiction 
texts

• Underlying Knowledge: represents the factual 
underpinnings of the standard

• Underlying Skills and Patterns of Reasoning: represents 
mental processes (e.g., predict, infer, summarize, analyze, 
generalize) required for students to demonstrate their 
knowledge, whether observed, heard, or seen
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Standards

Reading Elements

Underlying Knowledge, Skills, and Patterns of Reasoning

Reading Comprehension

Analysis

Deconstruction for Analysis

https://www.google.com/aclk?sa=l&ai=DChcSEwjBpvuX6eeEAxUuXkcBHbSMDUEYABALGgJxdQ&ase=2&gclid=Cj0KCQiArrCvBhCNARIsAOkAGcVEDczwgeTWHkCyQ-PtrJ2igE2RRllpZczmtu5TdKrzmPZYtjtiY_waAhVGEALw_wcB&sig=AOD64_0-pPMev1iepfAJrC0oWhPXsPyRMw&ctype=5&nis=6&adurl&ved=2ahUKEwiCqe2X6eeEAxVbHGIAHZ3qBQsQvhd6BQgBEIYB
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Standards-Based Instruction: Reflection 
Journal (page 3)

How you teach the grade level standards?

Do you teach them in isolation, or do you integrate the 
expectations of multiple standards?  

Provide an example explaining how and why you 
teach a standard in isolation and how and why you 

integrate the expectations of multiple standards. 
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Analysis at the Core

“detailed examination of the elements or structure of text, by 
breaking it into its component parts to uncover 
interrelationships in order to draw a conclusion.”

Reading Informational Text /  Reading Literature
1) reading elements often expected of students when analyzing text, 
2) underlying knowledge of the reading standard or what students need to learn,
3) underlying skills and reasoning expected of the reading standard or what students 

should demonstrate, and
4) instructional strategies which support each grade-level standard.
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Purpose of K-2 Deconstruction and Analysis

• Focus on underlying expectations during read-alouds, 
whole group or small group discussions

• Connect to prior knowledge and experiences
• Teach in conjunction with comprehension strategies

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.pinimg.com%2F564x%2F4a%2Fb2%2F32%2F4ab232a5a5115126f6ee15cb04990110.jpg&tbnid=-DkLWIoiA1R7FM&vet=12ahUKEwiy7ffs7ueEAxUZCmIAHQaJDqoQMygCegQIARBZ..i&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F710724384944260353%2F&docid=whVgESD-Oky5tM&w=476&h=347&q=images%20of%20cartoon%20first%20grade%20students%20in%20small%20groups&ved=2ahUKEwiy7ffs7ueEAxUZCmIAHQaJDqoQMygCegQIARBZ
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Deeper Learning: Reflection Journal
(page 4)

How you ensure that students 
engage in the deeper meaning of 
text, such as analysis, throughout 

your instruction? 
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Curriculum Use of the Deconstructed 
Standards

Curriculum Specialists

• Support the development of a scope 
and sequence for teaching

• Ensure the instruction of the 
underlying expectations of the 
standards

• Plan teaching and learning to be 
cognitively rigorous

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.graduateprogram.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2020%2F03%2FMar.-16-What-is-a-Curriculum-Specialist_web-1024x683.webp&tbnid=TuOWLvW8J5IL4M&vet=12ahUKEwjehK_w8OeEAxXII2IAHeS7DT4QMygBegQIARBS..i&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.graduateprogram.org%2F2020%2F03%2Fwhat-is-a-curriculum-specialist%2F&docid=fPehuxomrwBpaM&w=1024&h=683&q=images%20of%20curriculum%20specialist&ved=2ahUKEwjehK_w8OeEAxXII2IAHeS7DT4QMygBegQIARBS
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Instructional Use of the Deconstructed 
Standards

Classroom Teachers

• Explanations of instructional strategies
• Definitions of content-specific 

vocabulary
• Content-specific questions
• Resources to use or develop
• Texts and videos to support instruction

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fthumbs.dreamstime.com%2Fb%2Fteacher-blackboard-copy-space-showing-70877905.jpg&tbnid=ImaCDgYA4g9FZM&vet=12ahUKEwjExYDm8eeEAxW4wRQJHXHZCyYQMygEegQIARB9..i&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dreamstime.com%2Fillustration%2Fteacher.html&docid=OpxjeFzI4yrnBM&w=800&h=889&q=images%20of%20a%20teacher&ved=2ahUKEwjExYDm8eeEAxW4wRQJHXHZCyYQMygEegQIARB9
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Use of the Deconstructed Standards: 
Reflection Journal (page 5)

In what ways would using the deconstructed 
standards support your lesson and unit 

development? 

How could their use enhance what you are 
currently doing in your reading instruction? 
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Example: Grade 5 Deconstructed Standards
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Reading Elements

Example: 
• Chronological order text structure 

describing how the Wright Brothers 
developed the first airplane 

• Analysis question – how did the author 
use the chronological order text 
structure to reveal how the Wright 
Brothers developed their ideas?
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Underlying Knowledge: Reflection Journal
(page 6)

Read the Underlying Knowledge in the 
Grade 5 Deconstructed Standards 

document.

What do you notice in this section with 
respect to what you teach and/or what 

students need to learn?
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Underlying 
Knowledge
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Underlying 
Skills and 
Reasoning
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Underlying Skills and Reasoning: Reflection 
Journal (page 7)

Read the Underlying Skills and Reasoning in the 
Grade 5 Deconstructed Standards document.

Compare this information to how you expect 
students to demonstrate this standard. What do 

you notice as similar? What do you notice as 
different? 
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Instructional Strategies
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Instructional Strategies: Reflection Journal
(page 8)

Read the Instructional Strategies in the 
Grade 5 Deconstructed Standards 

document.

Provide a description of which strategies will 
enhance your instruction of this unit. 
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Vertical Alignment of the Underlying 
Expectations

Fourth Grade: Reading 
Informational Text

Sixth Grade: Reading 
Informational Text
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Final Thoughts-Reflection Journal, pages 9-10

Consider your instructional practice: 

1) Examine a current unit you teach. In what ways does the unit develop 
the depth of the grade level standards? In what ways does it fall 
short?

2) Explain how you can use the grade level deconstructed standards to 
enhance your instruction or development of units.
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For More Information…

Thompson, J. (2023). Deconstructed 
Standards. Center for Assessment 
(www.nciea.org)

Or

Pennsylvania Department of Education: 
Text Dependent Analysis (TDA) Toolkit

https://www.nciea.org/library/text-dependent-analysis-tda-toolkit/#Text-Dependent-Analysis-Video-Modules
https://www.nciea.org/library/text-dependent-analysis-tda-toolkit/#Text-Dependent-Analysis-Video-Modules
http://www.nciea.org/
https://www.education.pa.gov/Teachers%20-%20Administrators/Curriculum/ELA/Pages/TDA.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Teachers%20-%20Administrators/Curriculum/ELA/Pages/TDA.aspx
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Going Deeper with Text Dependent Analysis
Introduction: Introduction to the TDA Professional Learning Series
Module 1: Text Dependent Analysis: A need for curriculum and instructional shifts
Module 2: Understanding Text Dependent Analysis
Module 3: Anatomy of Text Dependent Analysis Prompts
Module 4: Selecting Complex Texts for Analysis
Module 5: The Difference Between Inference and Analysis
Module 6: Purposeful Annotations
Module 7: Close Reading Questions Leading to Analysis
Module 8: Analyzing Reading Elements and Text Structures
Module 9: Collaborative Discussions
Module 10: Modeling a Text Dependent Analysis Response
Module 11: The Purpose of Text Dependent Analysis Learning Progressions
Module 12: Analyzing Text Dependent Analysis Responses
Module 13: Developing Close Reading Lessons Leading to Analysis
Module 14: Developing Replacement Units Leading to Analysis
Module 15: Using the Grades K-8 Deconstructed Standards
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Thank you
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